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Local Authorities FAQSs

What rules apply to local businesses looking to dispose of their B2B waste
electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) via your DCF?

This is not household WEEE so you are not obliged to accept this free of charge.

What are the rules regarding the removal of cables from WEEE for health
and safety reasons?

The WEEE Code of Practice stipulates that only complete appliances must be presented at

an approved authorised treatment facility (AATF). This means site operators must not remove
anything from WEEE appliances. However, site risk assessments may highlight the risk of slips or
trips due to loose cables on WEEE. In this case, cables may be removed but must be kept and
sent to the treatment facility with the rest of the appliance.

Can WEEE be compacted or tamped down in skips?

Full compaction of WEEE is not permitted. Ideally WEEE should fill all available space. In some
instances, environmental regulators will permit skips being tamped down where the WEEE is
pressured to fill void spaces but not broken, split, punctured or squashed. The tamping must not
hinder the full and proper WEEE treatment later in the process.

What are the waste flow data reporting deadlines for local authorities?

The WEEE Code of Practice stipulates that waste data flow information should be provided to
the site operators each month. REPIC provides data to operators by the 10th working day of the
month.

Can we take advantage of reuse opportunities for WEEE?

REPIC is supportive of, and facilitates, WEEE reuse where it can be done with high levels
of transparency and community benefit. In operational terms, this normally requires access
to designated collection facilities (DCF) or REPIC-approved reuse operator to select items
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considered viable for reuse.

This movement of WEEE needs to be logged in DCF records by all parties. The reuse facility
is required to demonstrate testing and commit to high levels of quality assurance. Once the
items have passed the testing and quality assurance process, evidence notes can be raised to
demonstrate compliance with the WEEE regulations for both REPIC and the local authority.

If your authority partners with any local reuse community groups, we are happy to work with you
to assess their capabilities to meet the requirements of the WEEE regulations.

What dangers are associated with gas bottles present in WEEE?

Gas bottles pose a serious hazard if they arise at WEEE treatment operations, and can cause an
explosion if not identified and separated. It is important that local authority sites take steps to
ensure gas bottles are kept out of WEEE containers to prevent serious harm at WEEE treatment
facilities.

Are mobility scooters classed as WEEE?

Mobility scooters do not fall under the WEEE regulations and are instead covered by end-of-life
vehicle (ELV) regulations. However, while mobility scooters are a consumer item, we would not
expect them to come from a household. As such the disposal is typically from a business/charity
which would have its own arrangements for disposal.

Are vapes classed as WEEE?

Vapes are classed as waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE). The crossed out
wheelie bin symbol on a vape kits means that you must not throw the product in general waste.
Consumers should dispose of them at a household recycling centre or at the shop where they
bought the device to save valuable resources.

Should batteries be removed prior to disposal in a WEEE container?

Where possible, consumers should be encouraged to separate batteries from their electrical
appliances prior to discarding them at HWRC. This helps mitigate any fire risk associated with
discarded batteries and reduces the chances of discarded batteries entering WEEE treatment
processing lines and improving the battery collection rate.
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